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Dated : 9th June, 2003

.CABINET SECRETARIAT

COMPOSITION AND FUNCTIONS OF CABINET COMMITTEES

(1) Appointments Committee of the Cabinet ·

Composition

Prime Minister.
:.Shri L.K. Advani,

Deputy Prime Minister .
.Minister in-charge of the concerned
· Ministry .

:·· .Functions

i)
;-. ..•

'" .ii)

..
iii) to decide all c.ases of disagreement relating to appointments between

the Department or Ministry concerned and the Union Public Service
Commission; ·

To take decisions in respect of appointments specified in Annexure I
to the First Schedule to the Government of India (Transaction of
Business) Rules;

to take decisions in respect of the empanelments specified in
Annexure II to the First Schedule to the Government of India
(Transaction of Business) Rules;

iv) to decide all cases of disag·reement relating , to appointments to
board-level positions ·in public sector enterprises between the
Department or Ministry concerned and the . Public Enterprises
Selection Board; and

.•

>:·•

v) to consider and decide representations from officers of the rank of :·
Joint Secretaries or equivalent and above against adverse remarks.

Dr. Murli Manohar Joshi,
Minister of Human Resource Development,
Minister of Science and Technology and
Minister of Ocean Development. ·

Shri Ananth Kumar, . · ... , .•••· .·
Minister of Urban Development andx
PovertyAlleviation. :· ..

$hri.Anant Gangaram Geete, ·
·./Minister of.Power.

{2) CabinetCommittee on AQcommodation d. • •

Composition

f
:•··:...·::·
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Shri Arun Jaitley,
Minister of Law and Justice and
Minister of Commerce and Industry.

Shri Subodh Mohite,
Minister of Heavy lndustries and
Public Enterprises.

· Shri Arjun Charan Sethi,
· Minister of Water Resources.
Shri Jaswant Singh,

Minister of Finance.

Functions

,.#Q

i) To determine the guidelines/rules and terms and conditions to govern
out-of-turn allotment of Government accommodation;

ii) to decide upon allotment o,f Government accommodation to various
categories of non-ellqible persons and organisations and rate of rent
to be charged from them;

iii) to consider the question of allotment of accommodation from the
General Pool to the Members of Parliament;

iv) to consider proposals regarding shifting of existing Central
Government Offices to places outside Delhi and the location of new
offices In DelhI; and ·

v) to consider and decide upon proposals relating to :-

a) revision of scales of accommodation to various categories of
persons;

b) revision of ·licence fee for various types of Government
Accommodation; and

c) other matters, like allotment of accommodation to the various
categories of Central Government servants' from the Central
Pool or Special Pool.

----
(3) Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs ..

Composition ' ····

Prime Minister
Shri L.K Advani,

Deputy Prime Minister.
Shri Anant Gangaram Geete,

Minister of Power.
·.. Shri Arun Jaitley, · . · '. , ..

· Minister of Law and Justice and ··
.Mlnister of Commerce and lndustr}t\ ...
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."
Shri Murasoli Maran,

Minister without Portfolio.
Shri Ram Naik,

Minister of Petroleum and Natural Gas.
Shri Nitish Kumar,

Minister of Railways.
Shri Kashiram Rana,

Minister of Rural Deyelopment.
Shri Arjun Charan Sethi,

Minister of Water Resources.
Shri Arun Shourie,

Minister of Communications and Information
Technology and Minister of Disinvestment.

.Shri Jaswant Singh, ·
· Minister-Of Finance.
Shri Rajnath Singh,

Minister of Agriculture.
Shri Shatrughan Sinha,

Minister of Shipping.
Shri Yashwant Sinha,

Minister of External Affairs.

:··

Special Invitees

...

Shri K.C. Pant,
Deputy Chairman, Planning Commission.

Shri T.R. Baalu,
.. Minister of Environment and Forests.
Shri Jagmohan,

Minister of Tourism and Culture. ·

·.•Functions

i) "To review on a continuous basis economic trends, "problems and
prospects with a view· to ·evolving a consistent and integrated
economic policy framework for the country;

ii) to direct and coordlnate all activities in the economic field including
foreign itwestrnent, requirirtg policy decisions at the highest level;

to deal With matters relating to fixation of prices of agricultural
/products and price controls of industrial raw materials and products,
industrial licensing poficies and foreign investment policies;.. .·.'

. . . . : . .

· Jo deal with price increases of essential commodities or bulk goods
).under any •form of formal or Informal control 'including increase in
}s~lariesor wages .in thecase pf a large number ofernptoyees: ·

v) .•/to lay down priorities for public sector investment and. to consider
Specified .proposals. for .investrnent .as cleared by .. the ..Public
{l;westment Board;· · · · .... · · · ·

. ···.·.·-··. .. ··;_,
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to deal with industrial licensing cases involving proposals from Central
Ministries for the estabtishment of Joint Sector Undertakings;

to review the performance of Public Sector Enterprises;

to review progress for rural development including that relating to
small and marginal farmers;

to consider and decide upon the measures - fiscal, financial,
institutional and legal - required to enhance investment in the
infrastructure sector, including grant of requisite approvals to facilitate
private sector investment in specific projects;

to review the progress in Implementation of infrastructure projects
costing more than Rs. 100 crores in sectors like railways, coal. steel,
power, surface transport and in other infrastructure sectors which
may be of crttical importance to the economy; ano

to facilitate finalization of a factual report on the accomplishments of
the Central Ministries, Agencies and ··PSUs invofved in
implementation of prioritised schemes/projects for evaluation by Prime
Minister.
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(4) CabinetCommitteeon Parliamentary Affairs

Composition
c:

Smt. Sushma Swaraj
Mfni$ter of Health and Family Welfare and
Minister of Parliamentary Affairs.

Shri Ananth Kumar,
Minister of Urban Development and ·
Poverty Alleviation.

Shri T.R. Baalu, ·
Minister of Environment and Forests.

Shri Anant Gangar~m Geete,
· Minister ·ofPower_ ·

Shri Arun Jaitley, . .
Minister of Law and Justice and .
Mrnister of C:ommerce and Industry.·

.Shri Ram NaTk, .· .
· Minister of Petroleum and Natural Gas. .

Shri Nitish Kumar. . ... ·
Ministerof Railways. > ·

Shri Arjun Charan Sethi, ·
Minister of Water Resources .. •

·::: .
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Special Invitees

Smt. Bhavanaben Devrajbhai Chikalia,
Minister of State in the Ministry of Parliamentary
Affairs and Minister of State in the Ministry of
Tourism and Culture.

Shri Santosh Gangwar,
Minister of State in the Ministry of Labour and
Minister of State in the Ministry of Parliamentary Affairs.

Shri 0. Rajagopal, ·
Minister of State in the Ministry of Defence and
Minister of State in the Ministry of Parliamentary Affairs.

Functions

. i) To watch the progress of Government business in Parliament and to
give such. directions as may be necessary from time to time, in order
to secure smooth and efficient conduct of such business;

·ii) to scrutinise, and to consider the attitude of the Government on,
non-ottlclal bills and resolutions to be presented to Parliament;

iii) to maintain a review from an all~lndia point of view of legislations
undertaken by State le_gislatures; and

iv) to consider proposals to summon or prorogue the Houses of
Parliament.

(5) Cabinet Committee on Prices. ·

CQmposition

Prime Minister.
Shri L.K. Advani, •···

Deputy Prime Minister.
·Shri Syed Shahnawaz Hussain,
. Minister of Textiles. ..
Shri Arun Jaitley,

Minister of Law and Justice and.
Minister of Commerce and Industry:

Maj. Gen. (Retd.) B;C. Khanduri, ·
· Minister of Road Transport and Highways.
Shri Murasoli Maran e "· ·· · · · ·

Minister Without Portfotio.
Shri Kariya Munda,

Minister of Coal.
·Shri Nit/sh Kumar,

Minister of Railways.
Shri Jaswant Singh,. · ··
. ./ · . Minister of Finance ..
-:shri Rajnath .Singh;: ..•....
· : ·>•Minister of Agriculture.

=·:·· ;.,
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Shri Sharad Yadav,
Minister of Consumer Affairs, Food and
Public Distribution. ·

Special lnvltee'

Shri K.C. Pant,
Deputy Chairman, Planning Commission.

Functions

i) To monitor the general price situation in the country and to decide
upon the appropriate corrective measures;

ii) to assess the internal availability of all essential and agricultural
commodities and to authorise balancing steps, including imports, to
be taken; , ·

iii) to take decisions on export of all essential and agricultural
commodities keeping m view the price imp"lications for the domestic
market;

iv)
..
.

v)

vi)
...

to -oons:idermeasures required for making the Public Distribution
System mote ·efficient and effective and to determine the prices of
articles supplied through the System;

to re'{iew establishment of CC;lld stor~ge chains and food processing
facilities in the country; and

to review measures regarding enforcement of the Esseritial
Commodities Act and other related statutory provisions.

(6) Cabinet Committee on Scheduled Cas.tes.
Scheduled Tribes-and-Minorities ··

·-:·· ·;:·....

Composition

P.rimeMinister. ..
Shri LK..Advani, .

. Deputy Prime.fy1inister.
Shrl Sukhdev Singh Dhintf sa,

Minister of.Chemicals and Fertilizers ... ·
. Shri Syed Shahn-awa~Hussain,

Minister of Textiles.
Dr. Satyanarayan Jatiya,

Minister of Social Justice & Empowerment.
. .-Dr. Murll Manohar Joshi, ·
· . fy1inisterof Human Resource Development,_.

· .·.-Minister of Science and Technology ·
Mi~isterof Ocean _Development.
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Shri Kariya Munda,

Minister of Coal.
Shri Jual Oram,

Minister of Tribal Affairs.
Shri Arjun Charan Sethi,

Minister of Water Resources .
Shri Jaswant Singh,

Minister of Finance .

.Functions

·(i) All matters pertaining to the protection of the Scheduled Castes, the
Scheduled ·Tribes and. the Minorities, especially their protection
against any violation of their life, liberty, property and other rights;

(ii} All matters concerning elimina1ion of exploltation of the Scheduled
Castes, the Scheduled Tribes and the Minorities; and

· (iii) All matters relating to the socio-economic development programmes
aimed at bridging the gap between the SCs, STs and Minorities and
the rest of Society in a time-bound manner.

(7) Cabinet Committee on Science and Technology.

..•

..

Composition

Prime Minister.
Shri Anant Gangaram Geete,

Minister of Power.
Or. Murli Mancher Joshi, .

Mihister of, Human Resource Development,
Minister of;Science and Technotogy and
Minister ,of:Ocean Development. ..

Shri SubodhMotlite, . .= · :

Minister of1 Heavy Industries and
Public Ent~rptises.

· Shri Kashirarn Rana.
Minister of'.Rural Development.'

Shri Arun Shourie, .:
· · \Minister of ICommunications and Information .••·

,..Technology and Minister of Disinvestment. .
Shri Jaswant Singh,
· Minlster·of:Finance.
Shri Rajnath ,Singh; ··.·

··.Minister of [Agriculture:
Shri Yashwant Sinha,

Ministe; of !External 'Affairs.
Shri Sangh Priya Gautam •. ·.

Minister of!State (Independentcharge) of the Ministry
> of Agro and RuraUndustries. · .. . .

Shri M.Kahnappan, .: .•• •· ·.· ... ? ' ·
:iMiplster of ~tat~·(Jndependent charge)•i>t tpe .Ministry .:

of Non-conventional Energy $01.Jrces. . . > ·
1

.·.·,·.·..
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· Special Invitees ·

Shri K.C. Pant,
Deputy Chairman, Planning Commission.

•.ShriSatyabrata Mookerjee,
Minister of State in the Ministry of Planning, Minister of State in the
Ministry of Statistics arid Programme Implementation, Minister of
State in the Ministry of Commerce and Industry and Minister of
State in the Department of Atomic Energy and Department of Space ...

Shri Bachi Singh Rawat, ·
Minister of State in the Department of Science
·and Technology in the Ministry of Science and Technology.

Functions

To consider all matters relating to Science and Technology and also those
referred to by the ~Scientific .Advisory Committee to the Cabinet
(SAC-C)/Prime ·Minister/ Administrative Ministries/Departments and make
appropriate recommendations/ deriisions.

(8) Cabinet Committee on Security

Composition

Prime Mi'nister.
.Shri L. K. Advani,

· Deputy PrimeMiOi$ter.
Shri George Fernandes, ·

. Minister of be'f'e'nce.
Shri Jaswant Singh, ·

Minister of F'inance.
Shri Yashwant Sfnh(l,

Minf~terof ,External Affairs.

Special Invitee.

Shri K.C. Pant,
Deputy Chairman, PJarining Commission.

Functions . •.·.···

To deal with defence-related issues as also. any other economic or "'"''1~',."'
matter impinging upon national security, ·

(9) CabinetCommittee on Disinvestment

Composition ..

. Prime Minister.
ShriLK. Advani, ..
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Shri Anant Gangaram Geete,
Minister of Power.

Shri Arun Jaitley,
Minister of Law and Justice and
Minister of Commerce and Industry.

Shri Murasoli Maran,
Minister without Portfolio.

· Shri Ram Naik,
Minister of Petroleum and Natural Gas.

Shri Arun Shourie,
Minister of Communications and Information
Technology and Minister of Disinvestment.

.Shri Jaswant Singh,
· Minister of Finance .
.Shri Yashwant Sinha,

Minister of External Affairs.
Shri K.C. Pant,

Deputy Chairman, Planning Commission.

The Minister of the Administrative Ministry concerned with the public sector
enterprise, whose proposals come up for consideration will be invited for the
meetings of the Committee.

Functions

' i) To consider the advice of the Core Group of Secretaries regarding
policy issues relating to the disinvestment programme;

.-

ii) to decide the price band for the sale of Government shares through
GDR/dorhestic capital market route prior to the book building exercise,
and to decide the final price of sale in all cases;

iii) to decide the final pricing of the transaction and the strategic partner .
in case of the strategic sales;

iv) to decide ·on cases where there is disagreement between the
rec6r:nmendations of the Disinvestment Commission. and the views of

. the Ministry of Disinvestment; and

v) to approve.the three year rolling plan and the annuaLprogramme of .
disinvestment every year .

..Note: Decisionswith respect of (ii) above may be taken by the Minister of flnance, ..
Minister of Power, ·Minister of Disinvestment and the Minister of the
Administrative Ministry concerned with .the public sector enterprise whose
proposals come up for consideration.

..~

...10/~ .

Cabinet Committee on WTO Matters

Composition

·....<Prime Minister. · ·•.
·$hri .L.K. Advani, ·. ..•

· . Deputy Prime.Minister.

. '*SBB* ....
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Shri Syed Shahnawaz. Hussain,

Minister of Textiles.
Shri Arun Jaitley,

·Minister of Law and Justice and
Minister of Commerce and Industry.

Shri Murasoli Maran,
Minister without Portfoiio.

Shri Nitish Kumar, ·. ··
·Minister of Railways.

Shri Arun Shourie,
Minister of Communications and Information
Technology and Minister of Disinvestment.

Shri Jaswant Singh.
Minister of Finance.·

Shri Rajnath Singh,
Minister of Agriculture.

Shri Yashwant Sinha.·
Minister of External Affairs .

.Shri Sharad Yadav,
Minister of Consumer Affairs, Food and
Public Distribution.. .

Special Invitee

Shri KC. Pant, ..
Deputy Chairman. Planning Commission.

Functions

To consider and decide on issues pertaining to theWorld Trade Organisation.

(11) CabinetCommittee on Information Technology.

.Composition

Shri Arun Sho.urie,
· ···Ministerof Communications and lntormatlon
. Technologyand Minister of Disinvestment.
Shri Arun Jaitley,

..Minister of .Lawand Justice and ·
Minister QfCommerce and Industry; ··•·•·

· Shri Murasoli Maran;
Minister WltffoutPortfolio.

Shri Ravi Shank.&rPrasad,· ·
Minister of State .{lndepend~nt charge) .in the
Ministry oflnformation and Broadcasting. ·

. •·.·

[Whenever Committee considers proposals -having .financial iQ1plicati.ons,
Minister of Finance would a'fsobe invited to the:meetings of the Committee].
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(ii) to consider and decide upon the measures - fiscal, financial and
institutional - required to enhance investment in IT Sector; and

(iii) to periodically monitor the development of the IT sector and to identify
bottlenecks, if any. .

(12) •Cabinet Committee on Environment

...··
Prime Minister.
'Shri Ananth Kumar,

Minister of Urban Development and
Poverty Alleviation.

Shri T.R Baalu, ·
· Minister of Environment and Forests.
Shri Sukhdev Singh Ohindsa, ·

Minister of Chemicals and Fertilizers.
Shri Anant Gangaram Geete,

Minister qf Power.
_ShriArun Jaitley,
· Minister of Law and Justice and

Mini$ter of Commerce arid Industry.
Maj. Gen. (Retd.) B.C. Khanduri,

Minister of Road Transport and Highways.
Shri Murasoli Maran,

Minister without Portfolio.
Shri Ram Naik,

Minister of Petroleum and Natural Gas.
Shri Nitish Kumar,

Minister ol -Railways.
Shri Jaswant Singh,

Minister of Finance.
Smt Sushma Swaraj,

· Minister of Health and Family Welfare and
Minister of Parliamentary.Affairs.

Composition

e

;:.:

Functions ::.

To holistically look Into all aspects relating to pollution control, environmental
•(Jegradatlon, waste management, etc.

(13) ;Cabinet Committee on Economic Reforms,

Composition
i·.•..

·P;irne Minister··
$hrl LK. ·Advani, .••· . .
. .. . •·.Deputy Prime Minister,

~$hriAO.Hi Jaitley, ·.··· : ....· · .:•..
.. <Minister ·Of Law and Justice and .···

:Minister()¥ Commerce and Industry.

·*BBB*
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Shri Murasoli Maran,
Minister without Portfolio.

·.Shri Kashiram Rana,.
Minister of Rural Development. ·

•Shri Arun Shourie,
Minister of Communications and Information
Technology and Minister of Disinvestment.

Shri Jaswaht Singh,··· ·
·Minister of Finance.

· Shri Rajnath Singh,
Minister of Agriculture.

Shri Yashwant Sinha, -. .
. Minister of External Affairs.
: Shri K.C. Pant,

Deputy Chairman, Planning Commission.

- 12 -

Special Invitee

Shri Satyabrata Mookerjee,
· Minister of State in the Ministry of Planning, Minister of.State in the

Ministry of Statistic$ and Programme lmplementl;ltion, Minister of
State in the Ministry of Commerce and lndust.ry an~ Minister of
State in the Department of Atomic Energy and Department of Space.

Functions

(i)

•.(i:)

to oversee, direct and facilitate policy and institutiC>oalreforms; and.

to receive and .conslder reports on progress of policy and rnstitutio.nal
reforms ~nd finalize a factual report on the accomplishments of the
Central Ministries, line. Agencies, and PSUs for evaluation by. the
·Prime Minister.

;.··:
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